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Dear Sir/Madam, 

 
Proposal: Outline planning application for the erection of up to 57 dwellings, together with 
associated parking, landscaping and access from Posbrook Lane. 
Site: P/19/1193/OA: - Land East of Posbrook Lane, Titchfield, Fareham, PO6 4UF. 

 
Thank you for your letter dated 15/11/2019. 
 
Please find attached a plan of the sewer records showing the approximate position of a public foul 
sewers within the site. The exact position of the public foul sewers must be determined on site by 
the applicant before the layout of the proposed development is finalised.  
 
It appears that applicant is proposing to abandon/divert a public foul sewer. Southern Water requests 
a formal application for sewer diversion under S185 of Water Industry Act 1991 in order to divert any 
public sewer. 
 
Please note: 
 
- No development or tree planting should be carried out within 5 metres of the external edge of the 
public foul syphon without consent from Southern Water.  
 
- No soakaways, swales, ponds, watercourses or any other surface water retaining or conveying 
features should be located within 5 metres of a public sewers. 
 
- All existing infrastructure should be protected during the course of construction works 
 
We have restrictions on the proposed tree planting adjacent to Southern Water sewers, rising mains 
or water mains and any such proposed assets in the vicinity of existing planting. Reference should 
be made to Southern Water's publication “A Guide to Tree Planting near water Mains and Sewers” 
and Sewers for Adoption with regards to any landscaping proposals and our restrictions and 
maintenance of tree planting adjacent to sewers and rising mains and water mains.       

 
Department of Planning and Development 
Fareham Borough Council 
Civic Offices 
Civic Centre Road 
Fareham 
Hampshire 
PO16 7TT 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Your ref 

P/19/1193/OA 

Our ref 

PLAN-030623 

Date 

06/12/2019 
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Tel 0330 303 0119 
 
 



 

Southern Water, Southern House, Yeoman Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN13 3NX 
southernwater.co.uk 

Southern Water Services Ltd, Registered Office: Southern House, Yeoman Road, Worthing, West Sussex, BN13 3NX Registered in England No. 2366670 

In order to protect drainage apparatus, Southern Water requests that if consent is granted, a 
condition is attached to the planning permission. For example, “The developer must advise the local 
authority (in consultation with Southern Water) of the measures which will be undertaken to protect 
the public sewers, prior to the commencement of the development.” 
 
Furthermore, it is possible that a sewer now deemed to be public could be crossing the development 
site. Therefore, should any sewer be found during construction works, an investigation of the sewer 
will be required to ascertain its ownership before any further works commence on site. 
 
Our initial investigations indicate that Southern Water can provide foul sewage disposal to service 
the proposed development. Southern Water requires a formal application for any new connection to 
the public sewer to be made by the applicant or developer.  
 
We request that should this application receive planning approval, the following informative is 
attached to the consent: 
 
A formal application for connection to the public sewerage system is required in order to service this 
development. Please read our New Connections Services Charging Arrangements documents which 
has now been published and is available to read on our website via the following link 
https://beta.southernwater.co.uk/infrastructure-charges 
 
Southern Water would not support the proposals for septic in the presence of public foul sewerage 
network in the close vicinity of the development site. The foul sewerage shall be disposed in 
accordance with Part H1 of Building Regulations hierarchy. 
 
The planning application form makes reference to drainage using Sustainable Urban Drainage 
Systems (SUDS). 
 
Under current legislation and guidance SUDS rely upon facilities which are not adoptable by 
sewerage undertakers. Therefore, the applicant will need to ensure that arrangements exist for the 
long-term maintenance of the SUDS facilities. It is critical that the effectiveness of these systems is 
maintained in perpetuity. Good management will avoid flooding from the proposed surface water 
system, which may result in the inundation of the foul sewerage system. 
 
Thus, where a SUDS scheme is to be implemented, the drainage details submitted to the Local 
Planning Authority should: 
 
- Specify the responsibilities of each party for the implementation of the SUDS scheme. 
 
- Specify a timetable for implementation. 
 
- Provide a management and maintenance plan for the lifetime of the development.  
 
This should include the arrangements for adoption by any public authority or statutory undertaker 
and any other arrangements to secure the operation of the scheme throughout its lifetime. 
 
The Council’s technical staff and the relevant authority for land drainage consent should comment 
on the adequacy of the proposals to discharge surface water to the local watercourse. 
 
 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beta.southernwater.co.uk_infrastructure-2Dcharges&d=DwMGAg&c=cUkzcZGZt-E3UgRE832-4A&r=uRyjU754gm1AwBu5roanJbmGrZ66Tkzx2o0nYHY4HqH8mjaFO9T1-tWOsWwG7jw6&m=CJ4Ii7ZuPZOuqSuJGE38xOvg29DvPjYqNJ60Rvuvu18&s=u4MzNjDHx-teSHnGzHpFokNR94vCrwBgQdvcP9ds5Es&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__beta.southernwater.co.uk_infrastructure-2Dcharges&d=DwMGAg&c=cUkzcZGZt-E3UgRE832-4A&r=uRyjU754gm1AwBu5roanJbmGrZ66Tkzx2o0nYHY4HqH8mjaFO9T1-tWOsWwG7jw6&m=CJ4Ii7ZuPZOuqSuJGE38xOvg29DvPjYqNJ60Rvuvu18&s=u4MzNjDHx-teSHnGzHpFokNR94vCrwBgQdvcP9ds5Es&e=
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The disposal of surface water from this development should be in compliance with the following 
hierarchy of Part H3 of Building Regulations: 
 
a) An adequate soakaway or some other adequate infiltration system. 
 
b) A water courses. 
 
c) Where neither of the above is practicable: a sewer. 
 
Due to the vibration, noise and potential odour generated by sewage pumping stations, no habitable 
rooms should be located closer than 15 metres to the boundary of a proposed pumping station site. 
                                                 
We request that should this application receive planning approval, the following condition is attached 
to the consent: “Construction of the development shall not commence until details of the proposed 
means of foul and surface water sewerage disposal have been submitted to, and approved in writing 
by, the Local Planning Authority in consultation with Southern Water.” 
 
This initial assessment does not prejudice any future assessment or commit to any adoption 
agreements under Section 104 of the Water Industry Act 1991. Please note that non-compliance 
with Sewers for Adoption standards will preclude future adoption of the foul and surface water 
sewerage network on site. The design of drainage should ensure that no groundwater or land 
drainage is to enter public sewers. 
 
Following initial investigations, Southern Water can provide a water supply to the site. Southern 
Water requires a formal application for connection and on-site mains to be made by the applicant or 
developer. We request that should this application receive planning approval, the following 
informative is attached to the consent: A formal application for connection to the water supply is 
required in order to service this development. 
 
For further advice, please contact Southern Water, Southern House, Yeoman Road, Worthing, West 
Sussex, BN13 3NX (Tel: 0330 303 0119),  www.southernwater.co.uk or by email 
at developerservices@southernwater.co.uk 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 
Joff Edevane 
Growth Planning Lead 
Business Channels 
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